Construction and Management of Swiftlet Farms

The factors that have to be considered in constructing Swiftlet Farms are :

Internal environment factors :
     •A stable temperature of between 25°C- 35°C.
     •A high level of dampness, between 80%-95% of relative humidity.
     •Darkness condition of not more than 1 lux.

The types of buildings that are most favored by white edible nests swiftlets must have the following characteristics :

     •Roof that is made by substance that reflects the heat of the sun.
     •An efficient air ventilation system.
     •Relative Darkness under the roof that is favorable for Swiftlets breed 

For swiftlets to enter the swiftlet farm, a rectangular hole that is painted black around its external edges is used as the entrance for the birds to fly in and out of the swiftlet farm.

  
Management of bird houses

The management of swiftlet farms can be divided into 4 stages :

1. Renovation of buildings into farms for swiftlets in accordance with the requirements of the laws and regulations of the local housing and building by-laws, and town and country planning guidelines. 

2. The use of modern equipment for controlling the air temperature, for maintaining high humidy and low light encroachment in order to encourage swiftlets to build their nests and breed 

3. Understanding the breeding behavior of swiftlets  

4. Determine the most suitable time for the harvesting of nests and ensuring the cleanliness of the swiftlet farms and the quality of nests produced.
